What is claimed is: 


Apparatus for decreasing pressure in a first portion of a vessel of the cardiac structure 
^patient comprising a shunt communicating with an area outside 


i, whereby a 


volume of blood sufficient to reduce pressure in said fir§t^ertionis released 



2. The apparatus of claim^l^-wlierein the first portion comprises the left ventricle and said 
pressure is the ena^d-rSstolic pressure in a patient heart, wherein said shunt communicates with the 
left ventricle, whereby a small volume of blood is released from the left ventricle to reduce the 
diastolic pressure. 


a 


3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the shunt comprises^a passive check-valve that allows flow 
when a pressure differential between the left ventricter and another chamber of a heart above a 
threshold pressure, whereby shunting is prevented daring left ventricular systole 

4. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the shu/u comprises a passive check-valve that allows flow 
when a pressure differential between the left ventricle and another chamber of a heart is between a 
lower threshold and a higher thresholcy whereby shunting is prevented during left ventricular 
systole 


tyfy^r Tire appaiatus of Claim 2, wherein the shunt comprises a semi-pa^ 



a valve activated by an external sign 


5^0 


6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein an intra-corooreal electrical battery generates said signal. 


7. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein signal is generated by an externally coupled energy source. 


fy/ffif- The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising a pumpin_jluicL 

Aj> / t — 

*and having an inpuJxoftftectecTto the lett ventricle and an output < 


, having 
Sure! 



T5rTwith the shunt 
output connected to a volume of lower 


9. The apparatus of claim 2, comprising w tubular element having two ends and a tissue 
affixation element disposed at each of said ends. 
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10. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said tubular elemepf is comprised of a biologically inert 


non-metallic material. 


1 . A method of decreasing pressure in a first portion of a vessel of the cardiac structuj: 


patient comprising the step of implanting a shunt communicating witluairafea outside said first 
portion, whereby a volume of blood sufficient to reducej)pesSure in said first portion is released. 


Ci 


12. The method of claim 1 l,_JAfh£fein the first portion comprises the left ventricle and said 
pressure is the endfiksfolic pressure in a patient heart, wherein said shunt communicates with the 
left ventfieteTwhereby a small volume of blood is released from the left ventricle to reduce the 

^diastolic pressure. 

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising the step off selectively permitting flow when a 
pressure differential between the left ventricle and another chamber of a heart above a threshold 
pressure, whereby shunting is prevented during left ventricular systole 

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising/he step of selectively permitting flow when a 
pressure differential between the left ventricle and another chamber of a heart is between a lower 
threshold and a higher threshold, whereby shunting is prevented during left ventricular systole 


. The method of clainu 
byjirLextenrSTsignal. 


ler comprising the step of actuating a semi-passive check-valve 


16. The method of claim 15, further comprising th^step of generating said signal with an intra- 
corporeal electrical battery. 

17. The method of claim 15, further comg/ising the step of generating said signal with an 
externally coupled energy source. 


18. The method of claim 12, further comprising 


activating a pump in fluid 


^^'ycommunication with theshun^ input connected to the left ventricle and an output 

connected to a^x^tene^TIower pressure. 
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Jig- 


~}9. The method of claim 12, further comprising the step^ofunp ^ said 
step comprising the step ofdefiloyjn g . a tubulai ul m ficull Ir gVmg two ends and a tissue affixation 
element dispesetfateach of said ends via a catheter. 


^\ 20. The method of claim 19, wherein said tissue fixation element is a shape retaining metallic 
material and further comprising the step of releasing the tissue fixation elements. 
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